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Marshall to return to Charleston with MU Day at the
Capitol Feb. 8
JANUARY 12, 2022
Marshall University faculty, staff and students are
once again preparing to make their voices heard on
the biggest stage in the state when the university
travels to Charleston to celebrate Marshall Day at
the Capitol on Tuesday, Feb. 8, at the West
Virginia State Capitol.
There are plenty of spaces left for departments to
sign up to attend, according to Larry Crum, senior
director of communications and marketing at the Marshall University Foundation. To register
your unit, visit https://www.herdalum.com/marshall-university-day-at-the-capitolregistration.
The annual event, which includes hands-on exhibits from departments across the Marshall
community, provides a unique opportunity for the university to showcase its programs and
students. Among the highlights of the event is an official proclamation declaring Feb. 8
“Marshall University Day” in West Virginia, as well as performances by the Marshall Fife and
Drum Corps and special readings in the House of Delegates and Senate chambers.
University representatives will be at the Capitol from 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., greeting visitors,
interacting with legislators and promoting Marshall’s academic and community offerings. Many
of the programs will have displays during the event, which is organized by Marshall’s Office of
Alumni Relations.
“Marshall’s annual Day at the Capitol provides a wonderful opportunity each year for the
university community to come together and highlight our outstanding programs, faculty, staff
and students to our elected state leaders,” said Matt Hayes, executive director of alumni
relations. “We very much enjoy having the spotlight shine brightly on Marshall during this event.

It provides a unique opportunity to share important news and timely updates about Marshall
University with our lawmakers and alumni, while having a little bit of fun with special
performances and social media outreach throughout the day.”
Many of the university’s colleges, organizations and departments are represented at the event,
including the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine, School of Pharmacy, Athletics and the
Robert C. Byrd Institute at Marshall. Marco, the university’s mascot, will also be available for
pictures with visitors to the Capitol.
Alumni and participating departments are encouraged to use the hashtag #MarshallUDay when
posting about the event on social media.

In Memoriam: Dr. Kenneth O’Connor
JANUARY 12, 2022
Dr. Kenneth O’Connor, associate professor of chemistry, died
Jan. 5.
A longtime member of the faculty, he studied chemistry at Hunter
College where he obtained a B.S. degree in 1983. He earned an
M.S. and Ph.D. in chemistry from the University of Rochester in
1989 under the direction of Professor Robert Boeckman. He
began teaching at Marshall in 1999.
Donations to a scholarship in his memory may be made via a
GoFundMe Link: https://www.gofundme.com/f/dr-kennethoconnor-scholarshipfund?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link_all&utm_campaign=p_cp+sharesheet.
A complete obituary may be read on the Herald-Dispatch website at https://www.heralddispatch.com/obituaries/wv/dr-kenneth-j-oconnor/article_713f32eb-732e-5477-a61b4e3840497901.html.

Hedrick Program Grant workshops to be offered this spring
JANUARY 12, 2022
The Hedrick Program Grant for Teaching Innovation2021-22 award recipients
present Building Equitable and Accessible Courses with Universal Design for Learning, a series
of trainings and workshops offered to faculty for Spring 2022. Grant recipients Jill Underhill
(Communication Studies), Hanna Kozlowski (Art & Design), and Megan Marshall (English)
form the Universal Design for Learning (UDL) Community of Practice. The mission of
Marshall’s UDL Community of Practice is to build an infrastructure of pedagogical practices at
our university that address barriers to learning and increase our students’ ability to become
expert learners.
For more information, visit https://www.marshall.edu/udl/.
Spring 2022 sessions:
“New Year, Same Teaching & Learning Challenges…”
January 20 | 4 – 5 pm | Virtual
“Universal Strategies to Fall in Love with Your Teaching”
February 17 | 4 – 5 pm | Virtual
“Spring Forward with your Teaching: Planting the Seeds for Success with Universal Design
for Learning”
March 31 | 4 – 5 pm | Virtual
REGISTRATION [https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/00c0aff95a7745c8852b73d36682d467]
(Registration is encouraged, but not required for attendance.)
For questions, email ctl@marshall.edu [mailto:ctl@marshall.edu] or underhillj@marshall.
edu [mailto:underhillj@marshall.edu].

Marshall to present guest piano recital with New York
pianist Michael Noble
JANUARY 12, 2022
The School of Music will present a guest piano
recital with New York-based pianist Dr. Michael
Noble at 7:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 14, in Smith Recital
Hall on the Marshall campus. It is free and open to
all.
Noble will perform piano solo works by 20thcentury composers, including Frederic Rzewski’s
monumental set of variations “The People United
Will Never Be Defeated!” on the Chilean protest song “El Pueblo Unido.”
“Michael Noble studied piano performance at the Eastman School of Music, the Paris
Conservatoire and the Royal Ghent Conservatory in Belgium. He received his doctorate from
Yale University,” said Dr. Henning Vauth, professor of piano at Marshall. “In these challenging
times, I invite you cordially to attend Dr. Noble’s performance at Marshall, featuring works by
American composers that inspire unity and strength.”
Masks are required indoors on the Marshall University campus. The performance also will be
livestreamed on the School of Music’s YouTube Channel.
The recital is sponsored by the School of Music in the College of Arts and Media.

Marshall to host lecture, discussion groups to help veterans
JANUARY 12, 2022
Marshall’s Wars Within, The Wars Without program,
which aims to help local veterans reflect on their
experiences, is hosting an upcoming lecture in January
and a series of discussion groups for veterans in
February and March.
A lecture by Dr. Lauren Donovan Ginsberg of Duke
University is scheduled to be livestreamed at 3 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 21. It can be viewed via livestream in
Room 402 of Drinko Library or via Zoom. The presentation is titled “How Do We
Commemorate the Nameless in War?” and is the second lecture offered as part of the Wars
Within program. Those who would like to attend the lecture virtually can
visit www.marshall.edu/warswithin to find a link.

“Dr. Ginbserg’s lecture will explore the themes of commemoration and the unknown soldier in
ancient war,” said Dr. Robin Riner, a professor of anthropology, who has spearheaded the
program with Dr. Christina Franzen, an associate professor of classics.
Ginsberg is an associate professor of classics at Duke University, and a specialist in Latin
literature with a focus on the early empire of Rome, the age of Nero and its reception, and civil
war, its narratives and symbol systems.
The discussion groups are scheduled for 10 a.m. to noon on Feb. 5 and 19, and March 5 and 19,
at the Vet Center at 3135 16th St. Road in Huntington. Their intent is to give veterans a chance
to join other veterans in reading and discussing texts about ancient as well as modern war. The
discussions will be led by veterans.
“This project aims to bring multigenerational veterans into meaningful discussion with each
other, such that by narrating, remembering, and bearing witness to their experiences they can
develop a path to healing and recovery,” Franzen said.
Those interested can register at www.marshall.edu/warswithin. Reading materials will be
provided upon registration.
Anyone interested in more information can contact either of the faculty members leading the
project, Riner at conleyr@marshall.edu or Franzen at franzen@marshall.edu.
The project is offered with support from the West Virginia Humanities Council, and Marshall’s
Center for Teaching and Learning, Office of Academic Affairs, College of Liberal Arts and
departments of Humanities, Sociology and Anthropology.

Honors College Announcement: Call for Honors Seminar
Proposals, Deadline Jan. 24
JANUARY 12, 2022
The Honors College provides faculty of programs from across the
university the opportunity to design and teach Honors Seminars (as
sections of HON 480) on subjects that inspire them, but that they
may not have the opportunity to teach within their regular teaching
duties. Faculty in our small seminars work with outstanding,
highly motivated students to actively explore a subject together
from an interdisciplinary approach.
The college serves the entire university with majors in all
academic programs. We depend on having collaborative
partnerships with every college at Marshall. The Honors College provides a space where people
from all over the university can come together to share ideas outside of the customary confines
of institutional structure and disciplinary foci that can limit opportunities for productive
collaboration. We believe the Honors College serves as a space for exploration and incubator for
innovation. Ours is a diverse community of thought and practice.

The Honors College new seminar proposal and repeat seminar application deadline for faculty is
Monday, 24 January. Proposals for new upper-level, interdisciplinary honors seminars to be
taught as early as Fall 2022 are submitted online through a form found on the Teaching Honors
page of the Honors College website at https://www.marshall.edu/honors/teaching/. Full details
and helpful information for preparing proposals are available there. Accepted proposals are
scheduled as special topic sections of HON 480, which serves as the core course in the required
Honors Curriculum for students in the college. Seminar proposals undergo review by the Honors
College Curriculum and Policy Committee at least one semester prior to the semester in which
an approved seminar will be offered. For faculty who have previously taught sections of HON
480, a shorter repeat (or updated) application is due the same day as new proposals, through the
link above. Or, if you are interested, but not sure if you are ready to submit a proposal for review
this semester, please to reach out to discuss your ideas with us at honorscollege@marshall.edu.

Marshall to test MU Alert Jan. 26
JANUARY 12, 2022
A test of the MU Alert emergency messaging
system will be conducted Wednesday, Jan. 26.
Marshall community members who are
subscribed to MU Alert are asked to be sure
that they have received the message that
morning. If a message has not been received
by noon, a subscriber should review and
update his or her contact information in the
myMU/MU Alert Web interface. If this
contact information was already correct, but a
message was still not received, then an e-mail should be sent to mualert@marshall.
edu [mailto:mualert@marshall.edu] with details on which contact method (text, e-mail, voice)
did not work as expected.
The most recent test of the system occurred Sept. 8, 2021.
Members of the immediate Marshall community (students, faculty and staff) who would like to
subscribe or update their information for this test are asked to visit www.marshall.
edu/MyMU [http://www.marshall.edu/MyMU], log in, click on the MU Alert triangle and
complete their subscription or update by 5 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 25.

The MU Alert system, which is operated by Marshall and delivered through the Blackboard
Connect™ service, allows Marshall students, faculty and staff to provide several methods for the
university to use when making emergency contacts. Most common are text messages, cell phone
calls and e-mail.
MU Alert is used solely for the purpose of alerting the Marshall University community in an
emergency. Emergency notifications are limited to those concerning urgent health and safety
concerns for Marshall University students, faculty or staff; or disruption of normal university
functions due to weather, crime or other concerns. Alerts are issued to increase awareness about
a criminal incident to promote safety and aid in the prevention of similar crimes.
Marshall University officials determine if and when alerts related to criminal incidents are issued
based on a number of factors, including when information becomes known. Alerts are sent when
a serious crime occurs that demonstrates an ongoing threat to the campus community. The
Marshall University Police Department reviews the known details of each reported criminal
incident on a case-by-case basis with the safety of the campus community in mind.
The following criteria are considered before issuing an MUAlert regarding a criminal incident:
•
•

•
•

Did a crime occur?
Did the crime occur on campus property or on other Clery reportable property? (More
information about Clery reporting geographical areas is available in the university’s
Annual Security and Fire Safety Report.)
Is the crime a Clery reportable crime? (More information about Clery reporting is
available in the university’s Annual Security and Fire Safety Report.)
Is there a serious or continuing threat to the campus community?

More information about the MU Alert system is available at www.marshall.
edu/emergency/mualert [http://www.marshall.edu/emergency/mualert].

Marshall Dentistry & Oral Surgery welcomes El Hassan
JANUARY 12, 2022
Marshall Health, the Marshall University Joan C. Edwards
School of Medicine and Mountain Health Network welcome
Hassan Mahmoud El Hassan, D.D.S., to their team of dental
providers. El Hassan will also serve as assistant professor for the
School of Medicine’s general dentistry residency program.
El Hassan earned his doctorate degree in dental surgery from
Novogrod State University in the Russian Federation. He also
completed a general dentistry residency at the Joan C. Edwards
School of Medicine.
El Hassan is accepting new patients at Marshall Dentistry & Oral Surgery located inside the
Fairfield Building at 1616 13th Avenue, Suite 200, in Huntington. Marshall Dentistry & Oral
Surgery offers comprehensive dental care, including onsite oral and maxillofacial surgery for all
ages, including adults and children with special needs. To schedule an appointment, call 304691-1247.

Organizers seeking participants for March 5 HerdCon
JANUARY 12, 2022
The Marshall community is invited to be a part of the
annual HerdCon pop culture convention, happening on
March 5, 2022, in the Memorial Student Center. This
spring will be the first in-person HerdCon event since
2019. Organizers are excited for the event and are
hoping for a similar turnout to the more than 1,000
attendees in 2019.
Organizers are currently seeking proposals for panel discussions, interactive activities,
exhibitors, vendors and more.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Is your department interested in setting up a table to promote your degree program?
Are you interested in volunteering some of your time to help on the day of the event?
Would your club or organization like to setup a table to offer face painting or crafts to
attendees?
Do you or someone you know have a passion for cosplay and costume design and want to
discuss your craft?
Do you enjoy running Dungeons and Dragons, or other gaming activities?
Have you adapted a board game or comic for classroom use and want to share it with
others?
Do you have a podcast that would like to do a live show during HerdCon?
Are you passionate about collecting and want to share with others how to get started and
keep your collections pristine?
Have you have been working on a project related to pop culture that you would like to
share with others?

If you answered yes to any of the above questions or want to know more about how you can be
involved in making HerdCon 2022 a memorable and exciting event, contact organizers
at herdcon@marshall.edu or visit www.marshall.edu/herdcon.

Marshall freshman earns top Tri-State Makes Festival
honors
JANUARY 12, 2022
Joshua White of Barboursville, a freshman in the College of
Arts and Media at Marshall University, captured the Grand
Championship Award in the recent 2021 Tri-State Makes
Festival Design Challenge presented by the Robert C. Byrd
Institute (RCBI).
White won $2,000 in cash for his original design of an
interactive web-based game to connect students, parents
and teachers virtually to educational resources and
opportunities available across West Virginia.
STEAM Trek enables players to explore STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art and
math) organizations and institutions such as the NASA Katherine Johnson Independent
Verification & Validation Facility in Fairmont, the Green Bank Observatory, the Huntington
Museum and Marshall University, among others.

Residents of and students attending school in West Virginia, Ohio and Kentucky competed for
more than $5,000 in cash and prizes in RCBI’s annual contest, a celebration of creativity and
ingenuity. The 2021 event was presented in conjunction with the LIGHTS Regional Innovation
Network at Ohio University and the Shawnee State University Kricker Innovation Hub.
Other award winners were:
Appalachian Manufacturing Award – Adult: Gary and Julie Gini of the Instrument Lab of
Spencer for the DentOut Magnetic Burnishing System, innovative tooling to remove dents from
brass musical instruments easily and economically. The Ginis will received $1,000 in technical
assistance from RCBI to refine their concept or develop a new product.
Appalachian Manufacturing Award – Youth: Elina Gigantelli of Charleston for MIXEVE, a
series of pre-packaged, easy-to-prepare plant-based food blends to boost daily nutrition.
Gigantelli will received $1,000 in technical and marketing assistance from RCBI to help
commercialize her innovation.
New Entrepreneur Award: Logan Moreland of Hampshire Senior High School in Romney for
The Wally, a 3D-designed, space-saving water bottle holder that’s flexible and portable.
Moreland will receive a $500 package that includes an Ender 3D printer and supplies as well as a
year-long membership in the Maker Vault, RCBI’s community makerspace.
Innovation in Action Award: A team of students in the Graphic Design simulated workforce
program at the John D. Rockefeller Career Center in New Cumberland for Sensory Paths, a
series of colorful screen-printed pathways that encourages elementary-age students to channel
their energy by embarking on sensory-stimulating journeys that develop motor skills, improve
hand-eye coordination and spatial awareness. The students will receive $500 cash for their
design.
“For the eighth consecutive year, RCBI is proud to support and recognize the innovation and
creativity of makers of all ages from across the Tri-State region through the Makes Festival,”
said Charlotte Weber, RCBI director and CEO. “The level of talent and creativity on display year
in and year out is truly inspiring.”
The 2021 Tri-State Makes Festival was made possible through the generous support of sponsors
Suddenlink and Edward Tucker Architects.
————Photo: Marshall University freshman Joshua White was awarded the $2,000 Grand
Championship Award in the 2021 Tri-State Makes Festival. His design of an interactive,
educational computer game beat out entries from across West Virginia, Ohio and Kentucky to
take top honors in the annual celebration of creativity and ingenuity.

Faculty Achievement – Dr. Debra Lockwood
JANUARY 12, 2022
Dr. Debra Lockwood, assistant professor of special education in the College of Education and
Professional Development, has an online publication in the Fall 2021 edition of the Teacher
Education Journal of South Carolina titled “Ensuring Excellence: Using Concept Maps to
Evaluate Preservice Teacher Understanding of Differentiated Instruction.” It was written with
Dr. Jeremy Lopuch of Winthrop University.

Coronavirus Statistics:
New Cases Since Dec. 29, 2021
Students: 138
Faculty: 5
Staff*: 29
* Includes auxiliary employees (Sodexo, Aetna, Rec Center, etc.)
All testing is being done in partnership with Marshall Health, Cabell Huntington Hospital, Pleasant
Valley Hospital, QLabs Inc. and MedExpress Urgent Care.
The most recent information is always available at www.marshall.edu/coronavirus/dashboard.

The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed Jan. 19, 2022. Please send items
for consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by noon Tuesday, Jan. 18, 2022.

To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link:

www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/January-12-2022.
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